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Sgt. Jerum Madarang of 25th Infantry Division’s 
127th Military Police Company, 89th MP Brigade, 
strolls on a Persian Gulf beach in Qatar while on 
R&R in the small Gulf country in October.  The 
Qatar R&R program is offered to Soldiers 
supporting Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom, and other missions. 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                     November 9, 2004 
 
QATAR R&R PROGRAM OFFERS A MORE RELAXING VIEW OF 
SUN AND SAND FOR DEPLOYED SOLDIERS 
 
By Spc. Sean Kimmons 
25th Infantry Division Public Affairs Office 
 
CAMP AS SAYLIYAH, Qatar -- A four-day pass program to this small Persian Gulf 

country is helping deployed Soldiers rest and recuperate before returning to duties in 

Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 

 

The program is based here, home to U.S. 

Central Command’s forward headquarters. 

Soldiers on pass can use the leisure activities 

and facilities located at the camp. 

 

“It gives a break to the Soldiers who are out 

in the field,” said Spc. Joshua Rogers, a 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation specialist with 

the program. “Here, Soldiers will not have to 

deal with the combat stress (and) hectic schedules they are subjected to in Iraq and 

Afghanistan.” 

 

The program is also offered to Soldiers deployed in Kuwait and the Horn of Africa. 

 



The camp offers a post exchange, dining facility, movie theater, gift shops, day spa, 

an Olympic-sized swimming pool and a variety of restaurants. The Top-off Night Club 

is open in the evenings offering troops something most haven't touched in months -- 

alcoholic beverages -- with a three-drink limit that is strictly enforced. 

 

A USO room, where Soldiers can watch movies, play video games, surf the Internet 

and call home using government telephones is also available. 

 

To give Soldiers a chance to experience Qatar’s culture and activities, the pass 

program has off-post venues. 

 

There are dinner cruises, mall excursions, fishing trips, water sports, cultural tours 

and desert safari trips Soldiers can go on. There is also a sponsorship program and a 

Family Friends Host program Soldiers can sign up for. 

 

One group of Soldiers braved a desert safari trip October 25, venturing into Qatar's 

extensive stretches of sand. Experienced local drivers took the Soldiers up and down 

steep dunes in sports utility vehicles for about an hour, then stopped at a campsite 

along the Gulf shoreline.  There the troops were invited to a traditional Arabic meal, 

sand dune skiing, sand volleyball and swimming in the warm Gulf waters. 

 

“The desert trip really surprised me, because I never had that kind of experience 

before. It was the first time I have been to the desert and to drive down 100-foot 

sand dunes with 40-degree slopes was really exciting,” said Spc. Jinzhe Li, a 

paralegal specialist with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Brigade 

Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division. 

 



It was also a chance for Soldiers to experience the local culture through their food 

and their kindness, Li added. 

 

Camp As Sayliyah is located about 30 minutes from the Qatar capital city of Doha, 

where nearly half of Qatar’s 850,000 population resides. 

 

Doha is a rich, distinctive city with uniquely structured buildings and expensive car 

dealerships, mainly due from its country’s natural resources. 

 

The country of Qatar is a peninsula stretching out from Saudi Arabia into the Persian 

Gulf that is slightly smaller than Connecticut but has the third most natural gas 

reserves in the world. 

 

During off-post trips to Doha, Soldiers frequently travel to the gold market or the 

three-story City Centre Shopping Complex in search of souvenirs. The complex offers 

a unique structure that is similar to American malls and sells many items found in 

the United States. 

      


